also something very unl\k& what Bacon meant when he denounced the practice: for it is really a piece of advice offered to the King in the King's own interest by a person whom he had encouraged and invited to advise. When Bacon said that he should for his own part " suspect " a man who sued to be made a Judge, he did not mean a man in the position of Attorney General, or otherwise entitled to offer counsel in such matters; still less a man whose suit consisted in an appeal to the personal knowledge of his qualifications possessed by the patron himself, as proved in a long course of service. If all suits were urged on similar grounds and in a similar spirit to this, there would be no more harm in suing for a judicial office than for any other. And to say that it is " something like bargaining for a place of judicature " is not "only to misapprehend, but absolutely to pervert and read in an opposite sense the nature of the proposal. What he offers for the place is only that which in aci;ept-ing it he must necessainly relinquish. He could not keep the Attorney Generalship and the Clerkship of the Star Chamber if he became Lord Chancellor ; and though he might perhaps have made something of them by selling the reversions beforehand, I suppose nobody will say that in offering to forego that right and give up his patents gratis, he was proposing anything in the nature of a corrupt bargain. His enumeration of the four " oblations " which he was going to make was in fact a warning that he was not going to make oblation of money.
Happily neither the King nor Villiers required any such propitiation, and he received a message in reply which amounted to a promise of the Chancellorship when it should be vacant; as I gather from the following letter, which comes also from his own collection. The heading is the docket, written in his own hand.en, which cannot be so wellj in whichBi*<.W fein there shouldp^ ^ it 8eemed likely toonference, two years after the death confessions obtained from the subordinate actors before their trial, and could not now be altered or added to.
